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“Opportunities don’t happen.
You create them.”
Opening letter from Executive Director, Marc D. Collazzo
We live by this motto, and 2018 has been a year
of value, growth and progress within our commercial
corridor. The Mayfair Business Improvement District
(BID) believes that “the way to get started is to quit
talking and begin doing” (Walt Disney). Our two
mile stretch of history and progress has shown that
to “Make it Mayfair” means to prepare and provide
the very best dining, spirts, retail, and professional
services. Our densely-populated, working class
neighborhood is a hub for consumer access, nightlife,
and innovation throughout the region. Our geocentric
location provides easy ingress/egress for motor
vehicles, bicycles, public transportation, and access
from the Tacony-Palmyra Bridge. Mayfair was the
birthplace of several local institutions including, but not
limited to, Chickie’s and Pete’s, Philly Pretzel Factory,
Giggles Gifts, Stein Your Florist, Torresdale Flowers and
Gifts, and the Mayfair Diner. But, in an ever- changing
marketplace, our thoroughfare has spawned new,
unique, thriving gems, such as Factory Donuts, the
Grey Lodge Tavern, the House of Thai, Emma’s Italian
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Cuisine, Art History 101, and Frank’s Gourmet Burgers
and Steaks. Moreover, our prosperity rose this year as
new businesses, such as Ice Moon, Jordan Johnson’s
Seafood, Chiropractor Dynamic, and the Browning
Insurance Agency, have chosen our Avenue to call
home.
We have accomplished so much, and we were
humbled to be nominated this year for “Non-Profit
of the Year” for the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of
Commerce’s Excellence Awards. When you include
the over 300 retail and professional services along the
Avenue, I believe that this is a thoroughfare that will
only grow in stature and activity!
One of my greatest pleasures is being able to walk
our Avenue every day to see Mayfair’s most prized
resource and commodity…..our people. Our business
owners, workers, residents, and patrons give our
iconic neighborhood a powerful vibe and energy that
draws people far and wide to come and “Make New
Memories”.
Continued on page 2 >
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Thousands of people from all over the Tri-State
Area have packed Frankford Avenue for our eclectic,
unique, signature events, such as our Arts Festival,
NFL Draft Watching Party, “Glamour On The Avenue”
(Fashion Show), “Go Birds” Eagles Pre-Game Show and
Tailgate Party with WIP SportsRadio, and the Mayfair
“Thriller Night”. These trademark happenings, coupled
with our aggressive marketing campaigns (including
bus shelter ads throughout our city, have brought
people of all ages to our historic community and, most
important, kept them coming back.
Safety and security are of our upmost concern.
We have made great strides this year to enhance,
grow, and beautify our Avenue to encourage people to
patronize our thoroughfare and “Make New Memories.”
In talking with our business community, we hear your
concerns to ensure the safety of residents, patrons,
and employees. The Mayfair Business Improvement
District (BID) has responded by installing live
surveillance cameras at six different intersections
along Frankford Avenue, as well as the placement of
new LED lighting within the geographic parameters of
the BID. The officers of the 15th Police District do a
tremendous job keeping us safe, but we are mindful of
the manpower issues paced upon them.
Accordingly, the Mayfair BID has hired a private
bicycle security patrolman from “Cop for Hire” to

monitor our commercial corridor every week day from
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. We will have an extra set of
“eyes and ears” along the Avenue, who can disperse
loitering crowds, serve as a deterrent, and contact law
enforcement if he witnesses a crime being committed.
It is our obligation to utilize every and all available tools
to preserve our historic neighborhood, and we are
happy to offer this additional security measure to our
special economic zone.
John Lennon once said, “Love is the flower you’ve
got to let grow.” The Mayfair BID contracted with
Fine Garden Creations to bring
some new life to the Avenue
by planting flowers in all of our
planters within our commercial
corridor. This burst of color, along
with a clean corridor provided by
Ready, Willing & Able, has created
a postcard-like atmosphere along
our artery. As these flowers
bloomed, be reminded of the quote
of Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, who
said, “Happiness radiates like the
fragrance of a flower and draws all
good things towards you”. I think
that we can all agree that all good
things are coming to Mayfair!

MAYFAIR HAPPENINGS

Expanding the Triangle
Plaza at Frankford & Cottman
Early this year, our Executive Director, Marc Collazzo, met with Robin Kohles of the Philadelphia
Community Design Collaborative, regarding a design grant to enhance the plaza at the Triangle. Ms.
Kohles, prior to our meeting, contacted Kelly Yemen of the Philadelphia Office of Transportation, as well
as Larissa Klevan, of the Philadelphia Planning Commission.
Both Kelly and Larissa confirmed the pending PennDOT study of the Avenue, and provided their
support, insight, and guidance on how to develop the plaza area to make it the social hub of Mayfair.
We are pleased to hear that Ms. Kohles already received positive reports about our plans and was
able to amplify the vision to include nostalgic references to Mayfair (Mayfair Movie Theater),
as well as to honor our sports fans who congregate at Frankford and Cottman avenues to
celebrate a championship. In addition, local art can be featured, as well as vendors of food
and coffee/beverages. We intend to extend the sidewalk(s) on both sides of Ryan Avenue.
By doing so, we will bring more people to the area, make the adjacent storefronts more desirable,
and create a buzz that extends outside of Mayfair.
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For decades, Frankford Avenue has been the portal
to Northeast Philadelphia. As the times and modes of
travel have changed, we recognize the need to adapt.
We have undertaken a bold initiative with PennDOT,
the Streets Department, the Office of Transportation
Infrastructure Services, the Planning Commission,
SEPTA, and our elected officials to remold Frankford
Avenue to meet the pace of our society. We have
commenced an extensive corridor study that
will provide safety enhancements, streetscape
improvements, parking, and loading additions to our
well-traveled roadway. We will
bring transformational changes
to the way we drive, walk,
shop, and frequent this famed
boulevard in 2019.
Our future is bright, and
one that exceeds our greatest
expectations. As Franklin D.
Roosevelt proclaimed, “the
only limit to our realization of
tomorrow will be our doubts
of today”. There is no doubt
that together, our success is
assured.

Transformational changes coming to Frankford Avenue
In July, we met with representatives from PennDOT,
the Streets Department, the Office of Transportation
and Infrastructure Systems, SEPTA, the Planning
Commission, and elected officials to review the Initial
Traffic Study performed by Nikhil (Nik) Kharva, PE,
PTOE, Senior Project Engineer, of HNTB, at the request
of PennDOT. The primary focus was to determine if,
and where, road diets would be appropriate along our
commercial corridor, as well as to make preliminary
recommendations about the closure of Ryan Avenue.
The preliminary findings by HNTB were that the
majority of Frankford Avenue (within the BID) would
not be able to sustain road diets as there is not
enough space to store the volume of vehicles that
travel along Frankford Avenue. In essence, the current
traffic signals would not be able to handle the volume
of motorists. However, it is important to note that
potential road diets are possible on Frankford Avenue
from Bleigh to Sheffield Avenues within the BID and
extending down past Welsh Road. There are several
other available options to implement to meet our goals
of a more pedestrian-friendly corridor.
Included is the link to the Planning Commission’s
2035 Plan which outlines their position to transform
Frankford Avenue http://www.phila.gov/CityPlanning/
plans/Pages/Phila2035.aspx. The Commission
found that our corridor has several intact, high-density

blocks. However, the southern end of the corridor
has many auto-related uses, and their goal is to
remap these areas to remove auto-oriented zoning
and change to pedestrian- and commercial- friendly
usage. The emphasis is on finding parking and loading
areas. This also includes revitalization of the Mayfair
Shopping Plaza.

The preliminary findings by HNTB
were that the majority of Frankford
Avenue (within the BID) would not be
able to sustain road diets as there is not
enough space to store the volume of vehicles
that travel along Frankford Avenue.
As far as Ryan Avenue, the report states that closing
Ryan Avenue is feasible and would “improve public
safety to motorist and pedestrians as well as improve
traffic flow efficiency”. However, there are several
hurdles to this that could make it impractical, such
as the impact to SEPTA circulation and the Route 66
bus, as well as the need for a revised intersection
construction/permit plan. PennDOT and Streets
Department officials discussed the possibility of
making half of the block a two-way street and allow
only the bus to travel.

As you know, we received funding for a full corridor
study that will be commencing shortly. This new study
will take the data discussed above and find areas for
bump-out, streetscape improvements, pedestrian walkways, parking (and loading), Triangle enhancement
and expansion, and mechanisms to slow traffic on
Frankford Avenue from Harbison to Bleigh. Since we
are already have motorist data, this corridor study
will perform a pedestrian count. We expect to obtain
community and business input in the spring of 2019.

We are pleased to inform you that PennDOT has tentatively scheduled its 5 City Corridor Project for
safety improvements along Frankford Avenue to begin approximately in July of 2019.This project
encompasses the following:
a.

Replacing older pedestrian signal heads to countdown pedestrian signal heads and provide pedestrian interval
where feasible;

b.

Improving and refreshing signing and pavement markings at the intersection and along the corridor;

c.

Improve intersection lighting at signalized intersection(s);

d.

Improve traffic signal visibility by replacing pedestal mounted signal heads to overhead mast arm mount,
where required;

e.

Provide bump-outs along Frankford Avenue at locations with high pedestrian crashes where it is feasible
(i.e. Harbison, Tyson, Cottman and Rhawn Streets).
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BUILDING UP

Is the Way to Improve Mayfair Business
In order to grow and enhance our commercial corridor, it is imperative to increase population density along
Frankford Avenue. Therefore, the Mayfair Business Improvement District (BID) is beginning the “Frankford Avenue
Overbuild Initiative” where we will prepare marketing plans, with architectural schematics and renderings, for
how our property owners within the BID, as well as potential developers, can manufacture additional real estate
by “building-up” on existing properties. As our corridor is zoned “CMX 2.5”, which is intended to accommodate
active, pedestrian-friendly retail and service uses in commercial nodes and along commercial corridors. This
zoning classification would allow the property owners along our commercial thoroughfare to add two to three
additional floors above their existing structures, which can be used to create affordable rental apartment units,
that are priced to fit the market, as well as commercial and office space. This overbuild proposal has been a vital
component of community growth and rejuvenation, as shown in the June 21, 2018 Inga Saffron article in the
Philadelphia Inquirer entitled, “When trading up isn’t an option, Philadelphia rowhouse owners build up”. http://
www.philly.com/philly/columnists/inga_saffron/when-trading-up-isnt-an-option-philadelphia-rowhouse-ownersbuild-up-20180621.html?mobi=true

Security Camera Installation
The Mayfair Business Improvement District
(BID) works tirelessly to find and utilize any and
all methods to ensure the safety of the business
owners, as well as their employees and patrons,
along Frankford Avenue. With the assistance of
Daniel Renn of Omega Security Systems and the

The Mayfair BID will be engaging Ryan Spak, of the Spak Group, a Philadelphia-based real estate and
development company that vertically integrates ownership, development, construction, and management to
provide quality residences and amazing commercial spaces with outstanding customer service.
See http://spakgroup.com/, to prepare the “overbuild plan” for our Avenue, then help market the plan.
This Independent Contractor’s engagement hereunder, Independent Contractor, shall be responsible for the
following Scope of Work:
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1

Utilize unique skill set to engage owners, set up meetings with the owners and formulate a
relationship with the owners of the Properties to understand their desires about the future
of the Properties and their goals, and bring said information back to Mayfair for analysis.
Mayfair to provide written confirmation prior to engagement of owners.

2

Based on the information obtained, develop suggestions for the ownership and use of
the Properties to further Mayfair’s goals (such as foster development along the Frankford
Avenue Corridor).

3

Work with Mayfair and its other partners, contractors, et cetera to develop promotional
material and financial data on rehabilitation, renovation and expansion of commercial
properties along the Frankford Avenue corridor with an emphasis on using current zoning
laws to bolster density, value and “highest and best” use of the properties.

4

Hire and manage a licensed architectural subcontractor, who will provide Mayfair with
renderings to showcase and prove the development options possible along the Frankford
Avenue Corridor.

5

Spak will meet with Property owners, individually, to discuss possibilities of redeveloping
their properties. Meetings will take place at a place and time convenient for all parties.

6

Architect and Independent Contractor will participate in two community meetings to promote
said concepts, answers questions and assist in fostering development along Frankford
Avenue. Meetings will take place at a place and time convenient for all parties.

Philadelphia Commerce Department, we secured a
grant to help us fund the installation of surveillance
cameras as six designated intersections within
the BID. In May, we started with the installation at
Frankford and Cottman/Ryan Avenues, as well as
Frankford and Princeton Avenues. Omega Security
Systems, Inc., has since successfully installed all of
the security cameras at the approved intersections
located at Frankford and Bleigh avenues; Frankford
and Sheffield avenues; Frankford and Unruh
avenues; and Frankford and Harbison avenues.
The Mayfair Business Improvement District (BID)
is working with the City of Philadelphia and the
15th Police District to allow the officers of the 15th
to be able to access these cameras and watch the
footage in real time.
We know the value of keeping our business
owners, employees, patrons, and residents safe and
secure, and we will pursue all available avenues to
ensure that everyone has a great experience in our
commercial corridor.
Finally, the Mayfair BID will be investigating
implementing more cameras and different locations
within our commercial corridor. Should there be
any issues that require obtaining footage from the
aforementioned cameras, please do not hesitate to
contact Marc Collazzo at Marc@MayfairBID.org.

More Security on the Avenue
Security on Wheels
Earlier this year, we were assigned
a Philadelphia Police Officer who
patrolled the corridor on a bicycle.
During the warmer months, the Bike
Officer was seen along Frankford
Avenue dispersing teens congregating
by intersections and stores, watching
for shoplifters, and generally keeping
the businesses and residents safe.
Commencing Monday, November 12, 2018, the
Mayfair BID hired a private bicycle security patrolman
from “Cop for Hire” to monitor our commercial
corridor every week day from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Christopher Odom and the rest of the staff at “Cop
for Hire” have successfully patrolled other areas
throughout the city, including the Aramingo Business
Improvement District, and we welcome them to
Mayfair. Please keep a look out for
Bicycle Officer, Gabe, and contact us
should you need assistance. Gabe
is an extra set of “eyes and ears”
along the Avenue and can disperse
loitering crowds, serve as a deterrent,
and contact law enforcement if he
witnesses a crime being committed.
Finally, the Mayfair BID will be
logged into the Cop for Hire App so that we can see
what Gabe sees in real time. It is our obligation to
utilize every and all available tools to preserve our
historic neighborhood, and we are happy to offer this
additional security measure to you.

Fox 29 on the Avenue to Promote Security
In May, Fox 29 Reporter, Brandon Hudson came to
Mayfair to interview Executive Director Marc Collazzo
about the security improvements on the avenue.
Marc explained that a grant
allowed the BID to add the
security cameras at six
intersections: Sheffield, Bleigh,
Cottman, Princeton, Unruh and
Harbison. Marc was also able
to relay a story that a recent
crime was committed and
through the video cameras,
police were able to identify the
criminals and capture them.
According to Community Officer Matt Corson, overall
crime has been reduced as well.

Lighting the Way
The Mayfair Business
Improvement District (BID) has
been working with Councilman
Bobby Henon, as well as the
Philadelphia Commerce and Streets
Departments, respectively, to
enhance the safety and visibility
on our commercial corridor by
installing new LED lights along
Frankford Avenue, and throughout the District. In July,
the streetlighting division funded through the city’s
capital budget, completed all of the lighting requested
along Frankford Avenue, and all the inspections have
gone well with all of the new lights functioning.
We thank all of our city partners for this undertaking
and ensuring that thoroughfare has all of the
necessary tools to thrive!

Blighted Property Initiative
In December of 2017, official papers were filed
stating that the Mayfair Business Improvement District
Board of Directors has determined that the property
at 6401 Frankford Avenue is a blighted property and
negatively affects the surrounding neighborhood and
community, based on the appearance of the property
and neighbor complaints about vagrancy, trash, drug
use, and neglect.
In order to abate the nuisance and to improve the
property, the MBID Board of Directors has adopted
this resolution to:
1. Petition the Court of Common Pleas to find that
the property meets the criteria for the appointment
of a Conservator, under Pennsylvania Act 135
2. In finding the property to be blighted, appoint Scioli
Turco Inc, (a 501c nonprofit) as the conservator of
the property under Act 135
3. Or in the alternative, require the property owner to
abate the nuisance under conditional relief
On November 6, 2018, we were notified by Joe
Palmer of Scioli Turco that they received the title report
for 6401 Frankford and, based on the request of the
Mayfair Business Improvement District (Mayfair BID),
his company will prepare to file on this property.

Parking is at a Premium Along the Avenue;
We Have a Solution
Early this year, we along with Councilman Henon’s
office, contacted the Philadelphia Parking Authority in
hopes of taking over the Parking Lot at 7143 Frankford
Avenue to provide affordable parking as well as an
income source for MBID. In September, we received
correspondence from the Department of Public
Property stating that the current agreement between
the City of Philadelphia and the Philadelphia Parking
Authority did not allow for the parking lot
to be removed from the lease, and that
discussions resulting in the revision to
the lease would take some time and delay
the process. We are anticipating that in
mid-2019, MBID will be able to complete
the transaction and be able to control and
maintain the parking lot. This will include
installing a new payment kiosk, from
which the proceeds would go back into the
operating budget for MBID. Look for more
information regarding this in coming months.

We will be scheduled to appear in court along
with Philadelphia Police Department, Philadelphia
Fire Department, adjoining neighbors, BID staff,
and Mayfair CDC to explain the current state of the
property and our goals.

More Trash Receptacles Along the Avenue
A recent meeting was held with Nicolas Esposito,
Zero Waste and Litter Director from the City of
Philadelphia regarding the Mayfair BID’s participation
in the city’s Community Cans program. This can
be a way to add more trash receptacle coverage to
our corridor, while also providing us with the ability
to track our progress in waste disposal. We will be
looking for possible locations for placement along
Frankford Avenue. We welcome all of your thoughts
and input. If, and when, we are ready to proceed, we
will work with Ready, Willing & Able to arrange for the
removal of trash in the additional cans to be placed
in our dumpsters for removal by our vendor, Republic
Services. Finally, this also gives us the ability to work
with local artists to decorate them, as well as to place
the Mayfair BID “brand” on same.
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Marketing & Events
It has been an exciting year for MBID. Thousands of people have come through the corridor to attend our events, shop our
stores and eat in our restaurants and taverns. We have also received coverage by news crews from Fox 29, CBS3, NBC10 and
the Northeast Times. We have taken a large leap forward in promoting the businesses, the community, and Mayfair in general.

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

In January, we stepped up our game by hiring
Red Door Advertising to design our website, provide
on-going marketing strategy, and manage our multiple
social media platforms. The results have been
significant with growth in recognition across the city
as a vibrant business district
with a bright future.
Visit the new website,
www.MayfairPhilly.com, to be
included in the directory, or as
a featured business, contact
marc@mayfairbid.org.

Since Jan 2018, we have doubled our
Facebook Followers and are still growing:
Jan 2018 – 1,170

Nov 2018 – 2,092

MBID reached nearly 11,329 people each week
with posts.
More than 1,600 people comment, share, post
or mention MBID each week.
Twitter
More than 5,000 people see MBID tweets.

Instagram
Growing our followers at a percentage of
10% each month
Website Referrals from Social Media
From February through October overall:
527 referrals, 968 page views, and
average time on site 1.28 minutes.
Overall number of visitors to MBID
website from February through
October from all sources: 4,050.
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Eagles Pep-Rally
Being that this has always
been a hub for celebrating our
Philadelphia sports teams, we
hosted an Eagles Pep-Rally just
prior to Super Bowl Sunday
on February 4th. The exciting
day also happened to be
Business Appreciation Day, and Factory Donuts gave
free donuts to our local shop owners and workers.
Featuring radio station Real 106.1 and cheerleaders
from St. Huberts Catholic High School the morning
was ideal to cheer our Eagles onto victory.
Super Bowl Celebration

Facebook Statistics

Marc Collazzo, Patrick Kelly from
Stein Your Florist, President
of Saint Hubert Catholic High
School, Lizanne Pando, and
Councilman Bobby Henon.

As we all know, our iconic corner of Frankford &
Cottman held 30,000
Eagles fans celebrating
the big win, and without
any incidents.

APRIL
1st Annual Arts Festival
On April 14th, MBID hosted our first annual Arts
Festival., which announced the Mayfair Mile Mural
Program and
the Centennial
Celebration of Stein
Your Florist. The
event was held on a
beautiful sunny and
warm afternoon, and
featured local artists,
live art, demonstrations, music by
the School of Rock, food and
more. Jay Pross
of Art History 101
painted a mini-van
provided by Dunphy
Ford. The festivities
began with speeches from
MBID Executive Director,

NFL Draft Party
After a tremendous Super
Bowl win and Mayfair celebration,
we hosted an NFL Draft Party
on April 26th complete with a giant screen TV, adult
beverages from Grey Lodge Pub, food from Chickie’s
& Pete’s, Factory Donuts, and Rita’s Water Ice, face
painters, games, and an inflatable football toss. Eagles
alumni Hollis Thomas was there for autographs and
pictures, and WIP host Jon Marks hosted the event.
Hundreds of local families ate, played, and had fun
hanging out in Mayfair.

JULY
Glamour on the Avenue
People thought, “a fashion
show in Mayfair?” Jay Pross,
owner of Art History 101,
knew that Mayfair was ready.
The 1st Annual Glamour on
the Avenue Fashion Show

on July 19th was a huge success with
models strutting down the custom-built
catwalk featuring street wear from
Art History 101, tuxedos and suits
from Domenico’s Formal Wear, formal
dresses for proms and weddings from Dress
Up Time, body art and tattoos from The

A Year In Review
Inkwell 215, pet fashions from World of Animals, and
featured flowers from Torresdale Flowers and Gifts,
with hair designs from Creations Unisex Hair Salon.
Hosted by local Instagram personalities Gillie Da
King, Wallo267, and music from local DJ Alamo and
singer Jarrel K, the fashion show had an audience of
over 1,000 people. Looks like we may have found the
fashionista in Mayfair!

AUGUST
WIP SportRadio Go Birds Away
Pre-Game Tailgate Live from Mayfair
In August of 2018, MBID partnered with WIP
SportsRadio and the Go Birds team to bring every
Eagles away game live from Mayfair. The program

James Seltzer and John Barchard. In addition
to the live recording of the Go Birds Podcast,
the Pre-Game Block Party features a Birds
Alumnus, including AJ Feeley, Hollis Thomas,
Todd Herremans, and Darwin Walker. Also
adding to the festivities will be local food
vendors selling their tailgate-friendly fare, such
as Factory Donuts, Halal Guys, and beer from
Grey Lodge Pub. Visitors to the Block Party
play tailgate games such as Giant Jenga,
Cornhole, Connect Four, and the WIP Spin
Wheel of Prizes. We want to thank our Eagles pregame sponsors: Art History 101, Dunphy Ford, Factory
Donuts, and Go Puff. Looking forward to continuing
this tradition next Eagles season!

SEPTEMBER
Pack to School

included radio spots on WIP, guest drop-ins at the radio
station for impromptu radio time for BID businesses,
and a live podcast
from Go Birds. For
all eight Eagles away
games, MBID is
the official tailgate
party, including a live
broadcast at Cottman
& Frankford avenues
@Ryan Avenue with

As the schools
opened in Mayfair,
Creations Unisex
Hair Salon & Art
History 101 joined
with the BID to give
away 250 haircuts
and backpacks filled with
school supplies donated by BID
businesses. Hundreds came to
the parking lot outside the Mayfair
Diner to listen to the music of Real
106.1, and win prizes such as two
iPad minis and concert
tickets. Kids were able to get their
faces painted and a caricature
artist was on hand for personalized
pictures.

OCTOBER
Mayfair Thriller Night
As the song says, “under the
moonlight you see a sight that almost
stops your heart,” the ghouls and
goblins came out to the Mayfair
Thriller Night Halloween Party. Kids of
all ages came to Frankford & Cottman
dressed up in their Halloween
costumes, collected candy, and

enjoyed music from our DJ.
The party reached a new
level of “creep” with a hearse
and casket from McCafferty
Funeral Home, as well as
a visit from zombies and
Halloween’s
Michael Myers from D&J
Entertainment. Ovations
Dance Academy practiced
for weeks leading up to the
event, and taught party-goers
some steps from Michael
Jackson’s Thriller, which was
performed on
Ryan Avenue
by the entire
crowd and is
believed to
be the largest
Thriller Dance in
NE Philadelphia
history! Fox
29 News was
there to capture all
of the action showing
Philadelphia that Mayfair
knows how to throw a party.
We can’t wait to see what
creatures are lurkin’ in the
dark next year.

NOVEMBER
Small Business Saturday
To celebrate Small
Business Saturday, we
participated in the American
Express promotional
Continued on page 9 >
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Accolades
Mayfair BID & Philadelphia
Chamber of Commerce
Kick-off for their Roadmap
for Growth Initiative
Entrepreneur Roadshow speakers,
including Dave Restituto from Factory
Donuts and Jay Pross from Art History 101.
The Mayfair Business Improvement District
(BID) and the Greater Philadelphia Chamber
of Commerce partnered to co-host an
“Entrepreneurship Roadshow” event in Mayfair.
This symposium focused on our local business
owners sharing their experiences of building
and growing their dreams, while also dealing
with possible failure, and the day to day grind

G R A N T S
Marketing Grant
In July, we were awarded a $2,500 grant for
our bus shelter campaign, which appeared in
select locations throughout the Northeast and
promoted “creating new memories…Make it
Mayfair.” This small grant was an opportunity
for community-based nonprofit organizations to
promote their business district or corridor.
It could be used for a marketing or promotional
campaign, basic marketing study, beautification,
or to defray the costs of a popular event or
festival.
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that you all endure to reach success. We also
presented helpful resources on how to bring an
entrepreneur’s dreams into reality. Mayfair was
chosen to kick-off this series for the Chamber,
and this first-time event was held on June 12,
2018 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., at the Mayfair
Community Center, First Floor Meeting Room.
Among the many speakers and resources

&

available that night, including Dave Restituto of
Factory Donuts and Jay Pross of Art History 101,
tables were set up for our local groups, such
as the Mayfair BID, CDC, and Civic Association,
as well as Councilman Henon, University of
Pennsylvania Small Business Development
Center, and the Commerce Department.

A W A R D S

2 0 1 8

Corridor Enhancement
The BID made an investment to beautify
the avenue by adding planters, flowers, and
greenery. Completed in June, MBID was awarded
a $50,000 Corridor Enhancement Grant from the
Commerce Department.
Storefront Improvement
AYA Asian Fusion restaurant was given a
storefront improvement grant. The enticing new
façade and signage is the perfect invitation to
the culinary delights contained therein. The City
of Philadelphia offers a Storefront Improvement
Grant (exterior signs are included), in which
the program can reimburse up to 50% of the
cost of eligible improvements to a maximum of
$10,000.00 for a single commercial property, or
up to $15,000.00 for a multiple address or corner
business parcel. Here is the link to the Storefront
Improvement Program: https://business.phila.
gov/storefront-improvement-program/ and if you
would like any assistance, contact Marc Collazzo
at Marc@mayfairbid.org.

Continued from page 7 >

campaign to encourage everyone to shop locally. A
tent with a banner and flags was set up and customers
were given a free shopping bag and flyer highlighting
the specials along the Avenue. Go-Puff also provided
gift bags filled with a vitamin supplement, a $5 coupon
for delivery, and a
chocolate bar. The
hundreds of people
who stopped by
strolled the Avenue
and said they were
planning to shop
small this year.

DECEMBER
WIP Go Birds Tailgate & Game Watching Party
On December 9th, the WIP SportRadio and Go
Birds team talked Eagles football live from Mayfair.
Like the other tailgate events, there was
a live podcast and Facebook Live event
leading up to kickoff with the Dallas
Cowboys. A giant screen was set-up and
Eagles fans watched the game, enjoyed
food and beverages prizes, games, and
fun was had by all.

New Banners & Images
Our historic and iconic commercial corridor conjures so many wonderful and lasting images. Frankford Avenue in Mayfair
was the home of iconic businesses like the Mayfair Theater, the Mayfair Diner, Chickie’s and Pete’s, Philly Pretzel Factory,
and Stein Your Florist. Moreover, the intersection of Frankford and Cottman is not only the hub and gateway to Northeast
Philadelphia, it is the location of so many wonderful celebrations in our city’s history. This
feeling of nostalgia takes us back to a place where we long to be again. However, our
thoroughfare and the surrounding community have grown and become a place of expansion,
growth, and vibrancy, as shown by new entities like Factory Donuts, Art History 101, Giggles
Gifts, Ice Moon, and Torresdale Flowers and Gifts…….just to name a few. With our events like
the Go Birds Pre-Game Show and Tailgate Party with WIP, the Mayfair NFL Draft Watching
Party, the Mayfair Arts’ Festival, Mayfair “Glamour on the Avenue” (Fashion Show), Mayfair
“Thriller Night”, Mayfair-Holmesburg Thanksgiving Parade, and the Mayfair Christmas Village,
thousands of people from throughout the region continue to come to “Make it Mayfair”.
The Mayfair BID honors our past, while embracing the future with the installation of banners
along the Avenue. These works of art are the perfect way to merge the “old and the new” and
encourage residents and patrons to come to “Make New Memories.”

Christmas Tree
Lighting and
Photos

On Dec 2nd, the CDC and MBID held the annual
Christmas Village & Tree Lighting. Featuring food,
crafts and merchandise the vendors sold their goods to
hundreds of visitors on a warm and wet Sunday. Area
schools’ choirs performed, and at 5pm the Christmas
Tree at the corner of Cottman & Frankford was lit
kicking off the holiday season in Mayfair.
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Hyundai Hope On Wheels & Fox 29 at the Mayfair Diner
“Giving is the master key to success,
in all applications of human life…….”
– Bryant McGill.
This quote exemplifies why our
community continues to thrive.
Hyundai Hope on Wheels event
was a huge success. Sue Serio of
Fox 29’s “Good Day Philadelphia”
took the time to show off the best
part of Mayfair…..our residents
and business owners, who came
to donate items and funds to help
kids fight cancer. Special thanks go out to Torresdale Flowers and Gifts, Factory
Donuts, Philly Pretzel Factory, Stein Your Florist, and the Mayfair Diner, for their
time, efforts, and donations for this worthy cause.
It is a reminder that this is truly a “rich” neighborhood, as “no one has ever
become poor from giving”.–Anne Frank.

The Mayfair Business Improvement District Welcomes the
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development
Joseph J. DeFelice, Esquire, HUD Regional
Administrator, Nadab Bynum, Director of Community
Planning and Development (PA & NJ), Elvis Solivan,
Sr. Advisor, and Nika Edwards, Regional Public Affairs
Officer tour the business district.
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Executive Director Marc Collazzo was honored to
host our dear friend and advocate, Joseph J. DeFelice,
Esquire, HUD Regional Administrator, as well as
Nadab Bynum, Director of Community Planning and
Development (PA & NJ), Elvis Solivan, Sr. Advisor, and
Nika Edwards, Regional Public Affairs Officer, for a
tour of our commercial corridor. It was a wonderful
opportunity to share the progress we have made,
such as our Frankford Avenue Safety Initiative with
PennDOT; the plaza expansion at Frankford and
Cottman/Ryan avenues; and our Conservatorship
(Act 135) projects to take blighted vacant properties
and return them to productive use. Moreover, it was
a chance to for these public officials to meet the
life-blood of Frankford Avenue…..our business owners.
Meeting people like Mark Capriotti of Capriotti’s
Produce, and the hard-working staff at Factory Donuts,
demonstrated the work ethic and determination that
all of the enterprises share along our thoroughfare.

“We look forward to working with Joe and his
colleagues in Washington D.C., to find and utilize all
of the available tools to make the Mayfair BID the
example used to describe thriving, great commercial
corridors!”

Visit from
Commerce
Department

Marc Collazzo, MBID Executive Director
and Harold T. Epps, Director, Philadelphia
Daprtment of Commerce.

It is always our pleasure to show off the
wonderful businesses and hard-working
professionals of the Mayfair Business
Improvement District (BID), to elected
officials, government staff, and other
community partners. On Friday, April
13, 2018, we had the pleasure of hosting
Harold T. Epps, Director, Philadelphia
Department of Commerce, as well as
Commerce Representatives Karen Fegely,
Denis Murphy, and Justine Bolkus, for
a roundtable discussion with several of
our business owners, as well as a tour of
Frankford Avenue. We shared our strategy
for growth and success, which included our Frankford Avenue initiative for a safer, pedestrian-friendly
corridor; enhancement of the plaza at Frankford and Cottman/Ryan avenues; security improvements, which
included the installation of security cameras and new LED lighting; Avenue cleaning by Ready, Willing &
Able; the launch of our new website (www.mayfairphilly.com) and marketing campaign; asset accumulation;
and new business recruitment. Moreover, Director Epps got to hear the thoughts and input from our own
economic enterprise owners/managers
of the possible energy in our commercial
corridor, and the enthusiasm for the
future. Finally, Director Epps and the rest
of the Commerce staff shopped and dined
in several of our businesses along our
thoroughfare! The most rewarding part
was hearing Mr. Epps praise us for all that
we are doing and believe that the Mayfair
BID could be a model of how others could
build their commercial corridors!!!

Thanks to all of you who took time out of your busy schedules to meet with us,
and share your valuable time and talent. It means to the world to know how much
“Make it Mayfair” means throughout our city!

Cleaning up Mayfair One Bag at a Time
Ready Willing & Able has collected more than 137,985 lbs. of trash in 2018!
January.......... 10,620 lbs.

May ............... 11,700 lbs.

September..... 12,465 lbs.

February .......... 8,205 lbs.

June .............. 11,295 lbs.

October ......... 15,945 lbs.

March ............ 10,455 lbs.

July ................ 14,055 lbs.

November ..... 16,425 lbs

April ............... 12,960 lbs.

August ........... 13,830 lbs.
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black box THEATER
The MBID Board of Directors agreed to lease the property at 6243 Frankford Avenue adjacent to the
new brew pub, Lucky Cat Brewing Co. opening in 2019, to create a Black Box Theater. MBID partnered with
John Cambridge of Wings of Paper to host theatrical shows and plays, musical and comedy acts, movie
festivals, and artistic events. Renovations have begun, and the first show, “Almost Maine,” is scheduled to
debut on March 15, 2019. The theater is the first of its kind in NE Philadelphia.
“We have a tentative schedule that will keep the theater busy, and it includes shows, art classes, comedy,
and even a Mayfair Idol,” said Theater and Wings of Paper Director, John Cambridge. “We know that there
are a lot of artists, both performance and physical medium, that are seeking out places like the Mayfair
Theater to exhibit their talents.”
Local artists and acts can bring in food and beverages from MBID restaurants, which can be sold at the
events. The overall goal of the theater is to create business up and down the Avenue from patrons looking
for restaurants to strolling before or after the shows. Look for more information to come in early 2019.

Planning for the Year 2035 in Philadelphia
Marc Collazzo, Executive Director, was an
instrumental part of the 2035 Plan for the City of
Philadelphia. The program establishes a vision
for the city in the year 2035 and the road map
to achieve those goals. The plan is broken into
three main parts, Thrive, Connect, and Renew.
Visit the website for more information,
www.phila2035.org.
The Philadelphia2035 Plan’s first phase is the
Citywide Vision, and is the foundation for which
the Philadelphia City Planning Commission built
their current planning efforts.

The second phase is District Plans, of which
there are 18 different planning districts in the
city, and it focuses on physical improvements
and zoning changes.
Philadelphia2035 lays out the guidelines
for both private and public investment in the
physical development of the city.
Implementation of the Plan is a group effort
consisting of city agencies, elected officials,
and independent groups working together, and
begins now.

Marc Collazzo, Executive Director MBID &
Jim Kenney, Mayor of Philadelphia.

SAVE THE DATE
STAKEHOLDERS MEETING TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2019
IN COMMUNITY ROOM AT COMMUNITY CENTER 6:00PM
Vote on two MBID Board Members, all nominations must be in by January 18th!
Report on 2018 in review and 2019 plans.

Lincoln
Internship
Program

Councilman Bobby Henon joined Superintendent of
the Philadelphia School District to announce the launch
and progression of the teen employment program,
funded by Philadelphia Works. The Lincoln Business
Internship Program provides temporary after school
employment for Abraham Lincoln High School students
at businesses along the Frankford Avenue Corridor
in Mayfair. Councilman Henon began developing the
Lincoln Internship Exchange Program as a productive
way to ease tensions between Lincoln HS students and
the surrounding Mayfair community.

Funding for the program is being
provided through Philadelphia Works,
and the program is being administered
by Philadelphia Youth Network with
assistance from the Philadelphia
Commerce Department Office of Talent Development.
Their involvement helps to ensure a smooth process for
students and businesses. Councilman Henon, with help
from the Philadelphia Commerce Department Office of
Business Services and Mayfair Business Improvement
District, has worked to recruit local businesses to
participate in the program.

